
 

Dear Residents of Franklin Knolls, 

I hope this message finds all of you well and you have enjoyed the warm 
weather this summer. It was nice to see so many of you at the Pump House 
party. Much has been going on in our sub lately.  
 
I am sure you are all curious about what has been happening at the Pump 
House. One of our wells was not performing at capacity and cleaning efforts 
were unable to restore it. After speaking to many contractors, the Board 
made the decision to dig a new well. The new well has been dug and we are 
just waiting on the plumbing to make the new well active. Our generator also 
gave out and after reviewing quotes a new one is being purchased. Not only 
will the efficiency and power output be better than the old unit but it should 
also be quieter which should please all our neighbors, especially those who 
live closest to it.  More info on this can also be found in this newsletter.   
 
Though not completely finished yet, the landscaper has been working on our 
entrances and island. New flowers and decorative grasses have been added, 
old and dead plants have been removed. New mulch has been spread to cut 
down on the weeds. It is looking much better. Thank you to our neighbors directly by these areas who helped water the 
new plants to keep them alive through the high temperatures while their roots take hold. 
 
Just a safety reminder, crime is everywhere.  Our area is very safe but we have heard about some car and home break-
ins in nearby subs. Please keep doors locked, avoid leaving valuables in your car or at least keeping them out of plain 
sight.  This can greatly reduce the chances of a break-ins.  Many reports state that the vehicle was unlocked and items 
that were taken were in plan sight.  If you want to receive updates of crime or scams in our area, there is a free service, 
Nixle, which will send updates to your email or phone. To sign up, visit www.nixle.com. The Neighborhood Watch article 
in this newsletter also has more safety info.   

The board is hoping for some new ideas which can only come from neighbors volunteering to join the board. If you have 
an interest, please contact any of our board members for a “Willingness to Serve” form or use the one included in this 
newsletter. We would love to have you and hear your thoughts and ideas. There are several open slots so please con-
sider. 

Your 2016 FKHA Board and I are excited about the coming year and look forward to seeing you at our upcoming gen-
eral meeting on November 16th.  In the meantime, feel free to contact me or any of our board members with questions 
and concerns. Our phone numbers are listed above or you can email all of us at franklinknollshoa@gmail.com at any 
time. Of course you can also obtain this information on our website at www.FranklinKnollsHOA.com  

Thanks, Emily Pierce 
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Franklin Knolls Homeowners Association, Inc 

32000 Shrewsbury, Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

franklinknollshoa@gmail.com 

www.FranklinKnollsHOA.com 

Water Liaison / Pump House Manager : Milt Levine 248-865-7428   Email: FrankinKnolsHOA@gmail.com   

Franklin Knolls  

   Fall 2016 

Checked out our website at www.FranklinKnollsHOA.com  While you are there, join our email list too !  

2016 FKHA Board: 

Emily Pierce- President   

Ph: 513-205-9302 

Open—Vice President 

Scott Wood- Treasurer  

Ph: 248-716-0810  

Lisa Sturm -Secretary   

ph: 248-755-2211  

Matt Mularoni - Member at large 

ph:248-851-5174   

Mark Giles-  Member at large  

ph: 248-626-0899  

Milt Levine—Member at large 

Ph: 248-865-7428  

Mike Sturm - Member at large  

ph: 248-755-2105  

Open—Member at large  
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Franklin Knolls Water Quality Report for 2015  

There is a lot of information on our website.   The blog on our website gives timely information relat-

ed to our neighborhood.  You can go to www.FranklinKnollsHOA.com and see them right on our 

homepage.    

Recent topics include:  

Water System Issue – Help us by limiting use 

Orchard Lake Road/Maple Road Construction 

Water Flushing to take place on Saturday, August 13, 2016 

Neighbors Meet Up for a Good Time at the FKHA Kick-off to Summer Pump House party 

2015 Water Quality Report  

You can also get the blogs posted on our home page sent to you via emails whenever a new blog is 

posted. This way you will have the latest news as soon as it is posted. Just look for the "Follow" but-

ton on the bottom right corner or upper left corner of screen. Click the "Follow" button and enter 

your email address.  

Contact information updating is easy right on our website as well.  Just look for the “Tools” menu 

and select the “Resident Update Form” selection.  A paper copy of this form is also available upon 

request.   

The Franklin Knolls Website and Blog 

The annual water quality report for 2015 is posted on our website.  On June 26, 

2016 we posted a blog and sent emails to everyone announcing that this report 

was available.  Everyone that signed up for the blog and/or had their email ad-

dress on file with the association was sent this announcement electronically.   

A paper copy of the Water Quality Report is available upon request.   

We welcome everyone to sign up for the blog and/or have their email address on file with the asso-

ciation. More details on how to sign up for the blog and updating your contact information is shown 

below.   

Water Testing - Monitoring and Reporting Requirements:  

The State of Michigan and the EPA require us to test our water on a regular basis to ensure its 

safety. 

Information on our water testing can be found in the annual reports on our website .  For more in-

formation please contact the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or the EPA website. 
 

EPA (United States Environmental Protection Agency) 

http://www.epa.gov/your-drinking-water 

Safe Drinking Water Hotline  – 1-800-426-4791 

http://www.epa.gov/your-drinking-water/safe-drinking-water-hotline  
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This has been quite a year for our water system.  We have been saving money up for many years 
knowing that someday we will have some costly repairs.   This year is one of those years.   
 

New Well - It all started with a 
bad check valve for our North 
Well (we have two 
wells).  During this repair a ca-
pacity test was conducted on 
the well and it was found that it 
is functioning well below the 
needed rate.   This was due to 
mineral buildup on the 
screen.   This well has seen 
many cleanings over the 
years.  The last time it was 
cleaned it improved the capacity 
but not back to 
100%.   Cleaning removes some of the minerals that build up and clog the screen but not all of 
them.  These screens can be cleaned only so many times before the well has to be replaced.  The 
cleaning process is somewhat costly and there was a good chance that we would not be back to the 
capacity that we need after the cleaning.  After much research it was decided to replace the well.       
 

The new well is in the process of being setup (as of 10/21/16).   There are many steps to this pro-
cess and many many tests that have to be performed before we can get the OK to use this 
well.   The DEQ is closely involved with the process.  We hope to have everything completed in No-
vember.   
 

Backup Generator -A major problem also developed with our backup generator.   We have talked 
about replacing this for many years but to save cost we kept this going for as long as we could.  This 
was a 1984 model and parts were getting very hard to find.  The problem this time was an internal 
coolant leak in the engine.   This would require a teardown of part of the engine and would be cost-
ly.    We decided the money would be better spent towards a new generator.   
 

We have a new generator on order and that should be installed in November.   With this upgrade we 
will also have a monitoring system that will give us electronic notification (email/text) of issues with 
the generator, loss of power to the pump house as well as pump house temperature and water pres-
sure.   
 

Funding - We would like to say thank you to our residents that allowed us to keep building our re-
serve fund over the years.  Because of this we have the funding to cover these expenses and will 
NOT suggest an increase in association dues.      

Water System and Repairs Update:  

Water System Isolation Valves  
 

You may have seen crews in the neighborhood working on water valves near your house this past 

summer.   We are having these valves tested to make sure they are operational should these be 

needed in the future.   These valves allow us to shut off sections of the water system for needed 

service.   This allows us to keep most of the water system operational should a water leak/problem 

develop.   We have found some issues with some of the valves.   Testing and repairs will begin 

again in the spring.    



 Neighborhood Watch Program:   

To join the FKHA Neighborhood Watch Program  visit our website or contact our Coordinator 
Lisa Sturm 248-755-2211 or franklinknollshoa@gmail.com   

WINTER SO SOON ? FKHA BEST SNOWMAN CONTEST   

Enjoy some of Michigan’s Winter Weather by building an award  

winning snowman! 

Judging will take place from the first snowfall until  

February 28th, 2017.   

First Place—$50 Target Gift Card ; Second Place—$25 Target Gift Card 

Lock your car vehicles up   - all day and everyday!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND ….. SHUT your garage doors if not outside  

 

 

 

 

Crime Advisory issued on Nixle on 

10/2/16:  

Today at 12pm, a resident interrupted a larceny 

from her garage in the area of 13 mile and 

Halsted.  The resident reported that she con-

fronted a white male, in his 50's to 60's, standing 

in her open garage.  The resident scared the 

suspect away and called 911.  The resident re-

ported she believed the suspect to be 

armed.  The suspect is believed to have fled in a 

blue vehicle driven by a white female. 

Unlocked car          Valuables on seat HAPPY THIEF !  = + 

WRONG !!!  RIGHT !!!  

Although we live in a very safe area, crime still hap-

pens.   Do what you can to continue to make this a 

low crime area!   

Link to article (shown above) in the Patch online paper: 

http://patch.com/michigan/farmington-mi/farmington-hills-

mailto:FranklinKnollsHOA@gmail.com
http://patch.com/michigan/farmington-mi/farmington-hills-ranked-one-safest-cities-michigan


TRICK OR TREATING IN FRANKLIN KNOLLS  

Neither the city of Farmington Hills nor Franklin 

Knolls subdivision have any hard and fast rules in 

regards to start and end time for trick or treating.   

However, we recommend the following times : 

Start : 6:00 pm  

End : 8:30 pm  

Trick or treating is a fantastic night for our kids.  

PLEASE keep your lights on and  pass out candy. 

If you cannot be home or choose not to pass out 

candy then PLEASE turn off your porch light so 

kids know to skip your house !  

Thank you for your participation.   

Reduce * Reuse * RECYCLE ! 
We’ve only got one Mother Earth –let’s treat her kindly.  Please try to minimize your gar-

bage (that fills up LANDfills) and reduce*reuse*recycle as much 
as possible!  

Use your new 

Simple Recycling’ 

bags for household items and old clothes, 

shoes, tools and toys  

Use your bins for card-

board, paper, glass, plastic 

bottles, etc.  Remember: 

don’t overfill it !  

REMEMBER….. 

NO PLASTIC BAGS IN YOUR 

BINS….THEY GET WRAPPED 

AROUND THE RECYCLING EQUIP-

MENT AND CAN DAMAGE IT !  

X 



Dear Franklin Knolls Resident: 

The Franklin Knolls Homeowners Association is always looking for new residents to join the board, a vol-

unteer organization.   

Our charge is to encourage you, the residents of Franklin Knolls, to be interested in joining the board as 

a Board Member At-Large.  The board only meets every other month  from September—June for ap-

proximately 1 hr in one of the board members’ homes on a rotational basis.  Standing issues such as wa-

ter supply pump house and finances are discussed.  Maintenance, landscaping, and other routine ser-

vices that are necessary for our subdivision to run are also discussed.  Additional activities, such as so-

cial/community events are planned. 

If you are interested then we ask that you contact us for a  Willingness to Serve Form or visit our website 

for one.   Any adult homeowner in good standing in our subdivision is eligible to be considered.  We will 

then be in touch with you to discuss further. 

If necessary, a board member ballot for our residents to vote on will be assembled and distributed.  A 

ballot is necessary if we have more residents interested in being on the board than open spots available.  

In past years this has generally not been the case and therefore a ballot has not been prepared and dis-

tributed for you to cast your vote. 

 

A strong, safe and happy community starts with an active, diverse and committed board.  Our 

community needs YOU to make that happen! 

We hope that you will consider getting involved to help our neighborhood.  If you have any questions 

please do not hesitate to contact any of us. 

Sincerely, 

FKHA Nominations Committee Chair 

Lisa Sturm –  

248-755-2211 or email franklinknollshoa@gmail.com 

******************************************************************************** 

WILLINGNESS TO SERVE FORM  

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________Lot :______________________ 

Phone:______________________ 

Best time to reach you: ___________________________________ 

Special skills or talents: (optional)___________________________________________________________ 

Please detach and mail this form to Lisa Sturm; 29570 Gilchrest; Farm. Hills, MI 48334 

Please consider joining the FKHA Board  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW RESIDENTS IN OUR SUB !  

We do our best to notice when someone new moves in but can use your help too! Please let us know if you 

see a new neighbor moving in so that we can get them a welcome package.  


